Overview
For decades, the Village of Northbrook has
been deeply committed to improving the
environment we share and encouraging
sustainable practices throughout our
community. In recent years, both the
Village and Park District have focused on
developing and implementing responsible
land stewardship measures, including those
detailed in this pamphlet. All are proven
tools that enhance the health and beauty
of the land, and demonstrate the value of
government, residents, and businesses
working together, as partners, toward a
sustainable future.
You can learn more about the Village’s
ongoing sustainability efforts by visiting the
Environmental Sustainability section of our
website (www.northbrook.il.us/sustainability).
We also encourage you to explore the Park
District’s many environmental “jewels,”
including Techny Prairie Park and Fields and
the ongoing shoreline stabilization and native
planting project at Heritage Oaks Golf Club.
Information about the Park District’s Prescribed
Burn program can be found at https://www.
nbparks.org/about/prescribed-burn/.

This pamphlet was created with the help of generous
funding provided by ComEd and Openlands.
Thanks also to Beth Preis and Rob Sulski for photos
of the Glenbrook North High School Prairie.
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Partners in
Sustainability

Bioswales and
Waterway Buffers

Stormwater runoff from roofs, pavement,
sidewalks and turf grass lawns is the cause of
most urban flooding and downstream water
pollution. When it rains, pollutants and lawn
chemicals drain off to contaminate our waters
and imperil wildlife.
Bioswales and waterway buffers are attractive,
deep-rooted native plant corridors located
within and along ditches, streams and lakes.
They are designed to stabilize the soil,
percolate rainwater, filter pollutants and
provide habitat for songbirds, butterflies and
other beneficial wildlife.
The Village maintains bioswales in the land
adjacent to the Glenbrook North High School
Prairie as well as at select sites along our
downtown riverfront. Further examples of
these valuable corridors can be seen along
the award-winning “Trail Through Time” in
the 14-acre restored wetland at Techny Prairie
Park and Fields.

Rain Gardens

Prescribed Burns

Numerous rain gardens have been installed
at both Village and Park District facilities,
including Floral Park, Indian Ridge Park, and
Meadow Road Tot Lot. We also strongly
encourage homeowners who experience
standing water or flooding to consider
installing a rain garden, and can offer
reimbursement of 70% of the cost up to
$5,000 through the Private Drainage Cost
Share Program. More information can be
found at this link: https://www.northbrook.
il.us/228/Overhead-Sewer-Private-PropertyDrainage.

Prescribed burns are performed periodically
at the Glenbrook Prairie and select other
sites in the Village with native landscaping
including numerous parks and detention
basins. The work is done by licensed
environmental professionals, and nearby
property owners and residents are always
given ample notice prior to a burn being
performed.

Rain gardens are shallow depressions that,
like bioswales, are planted with deep-rooted
native plants that absorb rainwater, filter
pollutants and allow the water to drain back
into the ground. Properly designed, they are
practical, beautiful and functional, providing
habitat for songbirds, butterflies and other
beneficial wildlife while adding real value to
the property.

Fire has played a vital role in the evolution
of our landscape and is an essential tool
in maintaining a healthy native plant
environment today. Prescribed burning of
prairies and other natural areas supports a
balance of minerals within the soil, fosters
the germination and growth of native plant
species, and prevents encroachment by
invasive weeds.

