Village of Northbrook
2021 Tree Giveaway
Swamp White Oak hybrid

Planting Site
/ Notes
Mature Height
Mature Width
Form
Fall Color

American Dream® cultivar,
resistant to oak wilt and
powdery mildew
50’
40’
Upright, pyramidal

Moderate
Growth Rate
Light Required Part sun (4-6 hours daily)
Adaptable
Ideal Soil Type
Leaf

Shingle Oak

Bur Oak

Parkway tolerance, wildlifeWide median necessary,
attracting acorns
parkway tolerance, wildlifeattracting acorns
40’
60’
40’
40’
Pyramidal
Irregular, round

Slow
Full sun
Well-drained, moist

Moderate
Full sun
Well-drained

Red Oak

American Beech

Dry site necessary, wildlife- Well-drained site necessary,
attracting acorns
wildlife-attracting beechnuts
50’
40’
Round

50’
35’
Upright, oval

Moderate
Full-part sun
Well-drained, dry

Slow
Full-part sun
Well drained, moist

Red Oak bare root saplings are outside the rear
entrance to Village Hall (1225 Cedar Lane). Saplings are
available at this location 24/7, first-come first-serve.

Village of Northbrook
2021 Tree Giveaway
Triumph Elm

Princeton Elm

Bald Cypress

Chinkapin Oak

Swamp White Oak

Hybrid cultivar of native,
resistant to Dutch Elm
Disease, seedless

Hybrid cultivar of native
elm, resistant to Dutch Elm
Disease, seedless (male)

Shawnee Brave® southern
IL cultivar, cone fruits in
fall, parkway tolerance

Parkway tolerance,
wildlife-attracting acorns

Wide median necessary,
parkway tolerance,
wildlife-attracting acorns

Mature Height
Mature Width
Form
Fall Color

60’
40’
Upright

50’
35’
Vase-shaped

50’
35’
Wide pyramidal

50’
45’
Round

50’
40’
Pyramidal

Growth Rate
Light Required
Ideal Soil Type
Leaf

Fast
Part sun (4-6 hours daily)
Well-drained

Fast
Full sun (6 hours daily)
Well-drained, moist

Moderate
Full sun
Well-drained, moist

Moderate -fast
Full sun
Well-drained, moist

Moderate
Full sun
Well-drained, moist

Planting Site
/ Notes

Topic 7: Tree Planting

Tree Planting
Before Planting
•
•
•
•

Obtain approval. Check with your local municipality to see if you need a permit if you are
planting in the parkway or on public property.
Choose “the right tree for the right place”. Choose a recommended species instead of one that
is overplanted or invasive.
Call JULIE or Digger to mark the utilities before you dig.
Collect all materials needed ahead of time: shovel, rake, knife, wire cutters, pick mattock,
gloves, safety glasses, water bucket or hose, broom, pitchfork, and mulch.

Planting a Tree
1. Dig a hole 2 to 3 times as wide as the root ball. Slope
and score the sides making a wide salad bowl-shaped
hole. The depth should have the root flare just barely
above ground level.
2. Move the tree into the planting hole. Do this carefully
so as to not damage the root ball: ALWAYS lift trees
by the root ball and not by the trunk. Lifting by the
trunk can damage the tree.
3. Cut off any burlap, twine, and wiring from the tree, or
remove it from its container. Remove as much of the
burlap and wire as possible from a B&B tree but take
care that the ball doesn’t fall apart.
4. Make sure your tree is straight. Step back and look at
your tree from different angles, focusing on the bottom
three feet being the straightest. Position the tree so that
branches aren’t growing over sidewalks or streets.
5. Once the tree is straight, fill in a little soil around the bottom of the root ball and pack it to
keep the tree secure.
6. Slowly begin filling the hole with original soil, backfilling to make sure no large pore spaces are
left. Don’t bury the root flare! You can also lightly compact soil with you feet as you go. This
will secure the tree.
7. After soil is filled in, water the soil around the tree as wide as the roots extend. Prune only
damaged branches.
8. Mulch around the tree, leaving a few inches bare around the trunk to help expose the root
flare.
9. Water the tree slowly with 20 gallons, or with a slow hose for 30 minutes. This, and weekly
watering until early November, will help the tree overcome transplant shock.
Take care of your tree!
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Topic 7: Tree Planting

Taking Care of a Newly Planted Tree
Watering - key to survival
•
•

For the first three growing seasons, give your tree 10-20 gallons of water every week during the
growing season, about April til mid-November.
Water slowly and deeply in order to prevent run-off. During hot, dry weather, it is especially
important to water deeply once a week. You can do this by leaving a hose at the base of the
tree trunk for a longer period of time.

Pruning
•

Don’t do it, unless you’re removing broken branches! Pruning a tree too soon after planting
can stress the tree. After three growing seasons, trees should get their first structural pruning by
someone with training. See Topic 6 for pruning instructions.

Mulching
•
•
•

Trees should be mulched twice a year (spring and fall) for three years after planting.
Follow the 3x3x3 rule: place mulch starting 3 inches from the base of the trunk, 3 inches deep,
and 3 feet wide. Over mulching can prevent water and air from getting to roots.
Don’t volcano mulch! Never pile mulch against the trunk (making a “volcano”). Always use a
donut shape for mulching.

Volcano Mulching:
Incorrect

Image from University of New Hampshire Cooperative
Extension

Donut Mulching:
Correct

Image from Casey Trees
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