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Map 17. Proposed Walking and Bicycling Infrastructure Map
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Shermer Road Project Corridor
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Planning Process

Summer 2020Fall

2017

Winter 2021Spring

2018 Project Timeline

Summer 2022

October 4 - November 1
April 28 January 22

March 17 April 14

May 19

December 6 May 2

April 11

Northbrook Bicycle
and Pedestrian Plan

Shermer Road 
Sidepath Project

Online 
Engagement

Sidepath 
Design

Online 
Engagement

In-Person and Virtual 
Public Meetings

Project Development 
Report: IDOT Approval

In-Person 
Engagement
Pop-Up Meetings

Video Presentation 
& TAC Application

TAC Meetings

*Detailed Design and Construction Not Determined at This Time

Public Meetings

Bicycle Task Force

•	Planning process initiated in 2017
•	Completed in July 2018

•	Shermer Road identified as a high priority corridor 
in the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

•	Sidepath identified as the preferred facility type

VILLAGE OF NORTHBROOK
MASTER BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PLAN
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Two public meetings were held during the course of the 

planning process to provide residents with a summary 

of work to-date and gather input from the community at 

key points in the planning process.

Public Meeting 1
On December 6, 2017, the Village of Northbrook hosted 

a public meeting to share information about the plan 

purpose and process, and to solicit input during the 

early stages of the planning process. The consultant 

team delivered a brief presentation regarding the 

plan overview and existing conditions for walking and 

bicycling, then attendees were asked to view the exhibits 

around the room, provide their input on various maps 

and meeting boards, and share their ideas for bicycling 

and walking with Village staff and the consultant team.

The diversity of input provided by community residents 

reflects the different types of walking and bicycling 

activity taking place everyday in Northbrook. Attendees 

expressed the need for safer street crossings for 

children walking to school, better connectivity to Metra 

stations and local businesses and employment centers, 

increased access to regional trail networks, sidewalk 

gap closure along major roadways, and increased law 

enforcement presence to regulate speeding and stop 

compliance, particularly near local schools.

Public Meeting 2
On May 2, 2018, the Village of Northbrook hosted 

a second public meeting to share the draft plan 

recommendations and project prioritization. At the 

beginning of the meeting, attendees were invited to 

review exhibits and share their ideas with Village staff 

and the consultant team. Afterwards, the consultant 

gave a brief presentation regarding the development 

of the draft network, the recommended programs and 

policies, and the draft prioritization of infrastructure 

projects. 

While attendance at the second public meeting was 

small, the positive input provided by those in attendance 

validated many of the draft recommendations for 

infrastructure improvements and for programs and 

policies.  

Public Meetings

Figure 6. Attendees provided valuable input on these info boards stationed throughout the room at the public 

meetings.
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Public engagement is a critical component of the 

planning process. This input complements the analysis 

of transportation data collected during the existing 

conditions task of the planning process. Public 

feedback also helps to inform plan recommendations 

for infrastructure and non-infrastructure solutions. 

This chapter of the plan provides a summary of 

engagement activities and input shared by community 

residents and stakeholders during the planning process.

Public Engagement Overview

Figure 4. Presentation at the public meeting on 

December 6th, 2017.

In-Person
Engagement

Online
Engagement

2017 2018

Public
Meetings
Bike Task 

Force (BTF)

December 6

Project Website

Online Mapping Tool

Community Survey

May 2

April 28October 4 - November 1

April 11

Pop-Up
Meetings

Figure 5. Community engagement process.

More than 250 people shared their opinions through 

in-person events during the existing conditions analysis 

task to collect input on gaps, barriers, challenges, and 

to identify where and how people are traveling in and 

around Northbrook. Village residents were invited to 

participate in a series of discussions at locations around 

the Village including:

 » The North Shore YMCA

 »North Shore Senior Center

 »Northbrook Metra Station

 » Farmers Market

 »Autumnfest

 »Northbrook Public Library

Residents discussed streets and intersections in the 

Village that are challenging or uncomfortable for walking 

and bicycling. Large format maps were available to mark 

these comments. In addition to in-person discussion, 

Village residents were encouraged to engage with the 

project online.  

In April 2018, the Village hosted a final pop-up meeting 

at the Northbrook Public Library to present the draft 

plan recommendations. Village staff and the consultant 

team were on hand to provide an overview of the plan 

document and field questions from attendees. Twenty-

three people attended the event. 

Outreach at Community Events

February 15

January 13

Project WebsiteProject Website Prelim. EngineeringPrelim. Engineering

Project WebsiteProject Website

Online Mapping ToolOnline Mapping Tool

Community SurveyCommunity Survey
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Shermer Road
Crash Map
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Crash Involing Motor Vehicle(s) Only
( Injury, Incapacitating

( Injury, Non-Incapacitating

( Injury, Nonevident

( Property Damage Only

0 0.1 0.20.05

Miles

CRASH  
SEVERITY

Injury, 
Incapacitating

0 (0%) 7 (2%)

3 (43%) 14 (5%)

3 (43%) 47 (16%)

1 (14%) 231 (77%)

7 299

Injury, Non- 
Incapacitating

Injury, 
Nonevident

Property 
Damage Only

Crash Data: Shermer Rd. from Willow Rd. to Walters Ave.
Illinois Department of Transportation, 2015-2019

TOTAL

INVOLVING 
CYCLIST

MOTOR 
VEHICLE(S) 

ONLY
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Typical Cross-Sections
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Lane Narrowing Alternative - Willow Road to Techny Road
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Figure 1 - Roadway Narrowing 
Alternative: Willow to Techny
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Lane Narrowing Alternative - Techny Road to Walters Road
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Figure 2 - Roadway Narrowing 
Alternative: Techny to Walters
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Figure 2 - Roadway Narrowing 
Alternative: Techny to Walters
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